812 


Report of the Seventh Annual Convention 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE NURSES’ ASSOCIATED 
ALUMNA OF THE UNITED STATES 


CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. 

Name. 

This association shall he known as the Nurses’ Associated Alumna) of the 
United States. 

Article II. 

Objects. 

The objects of this association shall be to strengthen the union of nursing 
organizations, to elevate nursing education, to promote cthicnl standards in all 
the relations of the nursing profession. 

Article III. 

Officers. 

The officers of this association shall be a president, a first anil a second vice- 
president, a secretary, and a treasurer. They shall have such duties ns shall be 
hereinafter provided. 

Article IV. 

Meetings. 

This association shall hold an annual meeting at such lime and place ns may 
be determined upon by the association from year to year. 


BY-LAWS. 

I. 

Eligibility. 

Alummo associations whose members nro graduates from general hospitals 
giving not less than three full years of training in the hospital, which training 
may bo obtained in one or more hospitals, or include a term in a recognized 
technical school, shall be eligible for membership in this association by sending 
thereto accredited delegates and paying annual dues. 


Membership. 

The membership in this association shall be divided into active, permanent, 
and honorary. 

Active membership shall consist of delegates duly elected to represent the 
nursing organizations belonging to this association, including all officers. 

Fermnnent membership shall consist of charter members, former delegates, 
and officers. , „ . , . 

Honorary membership shall consist only of women who shall have rendered 
distinguished service in the nursing profession. 

III. 

Annual Meeting. 

The annual meeting of this association shall include all officers of the asso¬ 
ciation and delegates from nursing organizations in such proportion to their 
numbers as shnll be hereinafter specified, permanent members and visitors accord¬ 
ing to the rules of the association. 



81 .! 


Nurses' Associated Alumna of Ike United States 

IV. 

Duties of Officers. 

Section 1. The president shall preside at the annual meeting and appoint 
nil committees not otherwise provided for. She shall lx* an ex-officio member of 
all committees. 

Sec. 2. The vice-presidents shall, according to their rank, in the absence of 
the president perform her duties. 

Sec. 3. All officers shall he elected annually. 

Sec. 4. The secretary shall keep the minutes of the meeting, conduct the 
correspondence of the association, and send by mail to the Hoard of Directors 
and to the nursing organizations affiliated copies of alt such matters as may he 
necessary. She shall preserve all papers, letters, and unpublished transactions of 
this association. 

Sec. 5. The treasurer shall collect, receive, and have charge of all funds of 
this association. She shall deposit such funds in a bank of good credit, shall 
make all her payments by check, and shall pay such bills only as shall have 
been approved by the president or the chairman of the Executive Committee. 
She siiall .submit her reports and accounts every year to the auditor, and shall 
report to the Kxecutive Committee, whenever requested to do so, the financial 
standing of the association. 

V. 

Hotted of Directors. 

Section 1. The Hoard of Directors shall be composed of the president, vice- 
president, secretary, and treasurer, and six others who shall be* appointed from 
among the permanent members of the association. Six shall be elected the first 
year, two of whom shall serve for three years, two for two years, and two for 
one year, and two shall he elected annually thereafter for three years. Nomi¬ 
nations for such offices shall be made by the Nominating Committee and eleetion 
shall lie by ballot. 

Sec. 2. The Hoard of Directors shall choose from its own members an 
Executive Committee of at least five, who shall meet as often as necessary and 
transact such business as may come before it. They shall report at the annual 
meetings. 

Sec. 3. The Hoard of Directors shall appoint an Eligibility Committee and 
such sub committees ns may be required for the proper transaction of business. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Committee shall have the treasurer’s accounts audited 
yearly by n professional auditor. 

Membership. 

Section 1. Active members shall be duly elected delegates from affiliated 
nursing organizations. They shall he entitled to vote at the annual meetings. 
They slmM be eligible for office. 

Sec. 2. Each affiliated organization shall have the privilege of sending to the 
annual meetings of this association one delegate for every fifty of its members 
and one delegate for every additional fraction of more than half that number; 
organizations of less than fifty may send one delegate. 

Sec. 3. Affiliated associations with large membership may send delegates 
with power to vote by proxy, such delegates to hear credentials showing the 
number of votes to which their organization is entitled. 

Sec. 4. Each affiliated association shall notify the secretary of the association 
of the number of delegates who will be present at the annual meeting at least 
one month prior to the date of this meeting. 

Sec. 5. Permanent members shall bring credentials from their organizations. 
They shall he entitled to attend nil general sessions of the annual meeting and to 
participate in debate on professional and ethical subjects. They shall continue in 
these privileges so long as they remain in good standing in their organizations, 
and after attending three consecutive annual meetings they shall be entitled to 
vote, and shall he eligible for reflection as officers or delegates at any time. 
Charter members shall he entitled to vote. 

SEC. fi. Honorary Members. The names of such proposed members shall be 
presented at the close of the first session of any annual meeting and shall be voted 
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upon nt the closing session of (lie sumo. A unanimous vote of (lie members pres¬ 
ent shall be required to elect. Honorary members shall be given all the privileges 
of the association, but shall not hold oilice and shall have no votes. 

Sec. 7. AH nurses in good standing in alliliated organizations may attend all 
general sessions of this association, but shall not be entitled to the privilege of 
vote or debate. Th*y shall present a card of admission signed by the president of 
their organization. 

VII. 

Slate Organizations. 

A State organization shall become alliliated with this association by sending 
one delegate at large and the payment of annual dues of live dollars. Its seeretaiy 
shall send annually a copy of its constitution and by-laws, with the names of its 
ofliccrs and members, to the secretary of this association, who shall transmit it to 
the Executive Committee. 

VIII. 

Iliyht of .1/i/ko/. 

Any nlt'dinted organization may have the right of appeal to the Hoard of 
Directors, whose decision shall be tiual. 


IX. 

Guests. 

The president of this association shall have the privilege of inviting special 
guests to the general sessions of the annual meeting. 


X. 

Committees. 

Section 1. All standing and sub-committees not otherwise provided for 
shall be appointed from the lloor, unless ordered by a vote of the association. 

Sec. ‘2. '1 ho standing committees shall be as follows, appointed by the Hoard 
of Directors: 

(a| On Arrangements, 

(b) On Publications, 

(c) On Eligibility, 

(d) On Programme. 

(«) The Committee on Arrangements shall consist of not less than five mem¬ 
bers. The chairman of this committee shall be n resident of the city in which the 
annual meeting is to be belli. 

It shall make all local arrangements for the meeting and superintend the 
registration of delegates and permanent members. It shall send to the Publi¬ 
cation Committee n report of its proceedings within one month after the adjourn¬ 
ment of the annual meeting. 

(b) The Publication Committee shall consist of three members, one of whom 
shall be the secretary. 

It shall be the duty of this committee to obtain estimates of cost before 
printing, and supervise nil publications of the association. 

(o) It shall bo the duty of the Eligibility Committee to investigate the fit¬ 
ness of all nursing organizations applying for membership in this association. 
They shall report their findings to the Hoard of Directors, whose decisions ns to 
eligibility shall be final. 

<«l) The Programme Committee shall consist of not less than five members; 
it shall prepare and arrange the programme of papers and discussions, and in 
conjunction with the Committee on Publications prepare a complete programme 
for the entire session and provide ns ninny copies of the same ns may bo needed. 
It shall send to the Publication Committee a report of its proceedings within one 
month after the adjournment of the annual meeting. 

Sec. 3. A majority of any committee shall constitute n quorum unless other¬ 
wise provided. 

Sec. 4. All standing committees shall report annually. 
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XI. 

iY o in ina ting Com m it tee. 

The Nominating Committee shall he formed thus: 

Section 1. Immediately after adjournment of the morning session of the 
last dnv of (he annual meeting, the delegates of all the atliliated organizations 
present shall go into executive session, and a Nominating Committee of five shall 
he appointed from the lloor for the coming year, only one nomination to he made 
bv the delegates of any one organization. 

* Sf.c. 2. It shall he the duty of the Nominating Committee to meet at least 
one month before the annual meeting and to nominate two or more candidates 
for every ofliec to he filled at the annual election. A printed list of the nomina¬ 
tions shall he given each delegate at the opening of the morning session of the 
second day of this meeting. Election shall be by ballot and shall he conducted 
by n judge and two others appointed by the Board of Directors. The polls to he 
open until the opening of the afternoon session. The candidate for any otlice 
who shall receive the highest number of voles is thereby elected. 


XII. 

Dues and Fees, 

Section 1. Each and every alumna: association joining the Nurses’ Asso¬ 
ciated Alumna: of the United States shall pay an initiation fee of five dollars for 
C vcrv fifty members and for every additional fraction of more than half that 
number. Organizations of less than fifty members shall pay five dollars. This 
fee shall he paid by the treasurer of each organization within one month after 
admission into this association. 

Sec. 2. This fee shall include annual dues for the first year. Annual dues 
thereafter to he fixed yearly by the Board of Directors of this association. An¬ 
nual dues shall he paid to the'treasurer at the annual meeting. 

Sec. 3. Any nursing organization which shall neglect to pay its annual dues 
for any year shall not he entitled to send delegates to the annual meeting of this 
association of that year. 

Sec. 4. Any organization which shall fail to pay its dues for two successive 
years shall cease to belong to this association. 


XIII. 

Fiscal Year. 

The fiscal year shall extend from the end of one annual meeting to the begin¬ 
ning of the next. 

XIV. 

Amendments. 

Section 1. Amendments to the constitution shall be proposed in writing at 
the first session of the second day of the annual meeting, and shall he voted upon 
at the annual meeting next subsequent to that at which such amendment shall 
have been proposed, it being provided that each nursing organization shall re¬ 
ceive a copy of any proposed amendment at least three months prior to the meet¬ 
ing at which action is to be taken. Provided, further, that when an amendment 
is properly under consideration, and nn amendment is offered thereto germane to 
the subject, it shall he in order, if adopted, and shall have the same standing and 
course as if proposed at the preceding meeting of the association. 

Sec. 2. Amendments to the by-laws of this association may be effected by a 
majority vote at any meeting, due notice of such amendment having been given 
one month prior to the meeting. 

Sec. 3. A majority vote of all members present at the meeting shall he re¬ 
quired. 

XV. 

Deliberations of all meetings of this association shall be governed by the 
“ Woman’s Manual of Parliamentary Law," by Harriet H. Shattuck. 




